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mong the many references to “grant” in the “regular” dictionary is “a gift for a
particular purpose,” i.e., something for “free” but with strings attached. The

Donaghue Foundation attaches definite strings to every dollar it grants for research.
We don’t think of our grants as gifts or unconditional awards, as prizes or freebies for
which nothing is expected in return. We require the signing of a funding letter to
acknowledge acceptance of grant conditions, and sometimes we negotiate lengthy
agreements imposing detailed requirements on the recipient. We don’t label our
agreements “contracts” out
of deference to customary
language that distinguishes
grants from contracts at our
institutions, but we do have
contractual relationships, and
we definitely think in terms of
a quid pro quo. This is because
Donaghue money is only ours to
use for public benefit. One might say
that Ethel Donaghue made a grant
to her Trustees with her own strings
attached, and our complying with
her wishes means requiring our grant
recipients to do so as well. D

A

D

What drives your efforts to communicate
new knowledge as a researcher?
I do a lot of thinking about that. Dissemina-
tion takes a ton of work, and it takes com-
munication skills. Sometimes I wish I had a
handler that I could just give my data to and
say, “Go deal with it.” But I have found that
that is not successful either, because it gets
spun and sanitized, and you sometimes lose
control. So I feel an obligation to dissemi-
nate, but I don’t think it’s for everybody.
There is a sector of researchers who will also
be translators, and I think I’m in that group
because my work is in such an applied area.
Translation may take extra effort, but we
learn a lot from audiences when we dissemi-
nate our work. People ask questions, which
sometime spawn new research questions. In
the best translations, information flows both
ways and we all benefit.

We have talked about your diverse back-
ground. What has inspired you to follow a
less traditional career path?
I spend a fair amount of time thinking about
that, too, because you get a lot of advice —
especially early in your career — on how and
where to focus your research efforts. I have
always felt that if I have something to con-
tribute in an area, I’m going to try to con-
tribute. Some of the greatest achievements in

our society have not been run of the mill.
They’ve been things that people called non-
traditional — and from these we get a great
innovation. Why not try to do things differ-
ently? That’s what we’re asking these organi-
zations to do — to think innovatively, out-
side the box. In some ways I think that
maybe we should do that as individuals, too.

Where do you see health services research
10 or 15 years down the road?
I think that we’ll become more sophisticated
and more focused, with better data and bet-
ter technology to manipulate the data —
and better strategies to translate the data into
practical use — than we’ve ever been before.
We’ll be able to make more evidence-based
decisions. To me, that is what is exciting
about health services research. Bringing hard
data and evidence to these soft ideas will cre-
ate many new opportunities. Ultimately, I
think we can go to a more evidence-based
model for running our health care system.
These are topics that haven’t been well re-
searched, so it’s going to take people who
have had practical experience, and who have
the statistical data and research methods to
merge these things together. Health services
research will enable our health care system to
continually improve in the future. D

Committee Members
The Foundation greatly appreci-
ates the time and expertise
that our advisers bring to their
committee work for Donaghue.
Please note the following recent
changes:

■ CLINICAL & COMMUNITY
HEALTH ISSUES
COMMITTEE

Leaving the committee:
Stanislav Kasl, PhD,
Yale School of Medicine
Cheryl Beck, DNSc,
University of Connecticut School
of Nursing
Matthew Burg, PhD,
Yale School of Medicine/
Columbia Medicine

Joining the committee:
Howard Tennen, PhD,
University of CT Health Center
Martha Radford, PhD,
Yale-New Haven Hospital
Lawrence Scahill, PhD,
Yale School of Medicine
Godfrey Pearlson, PhD,
Institute of Living/Hartford
Hospital

■ POLICY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Leaving the committee:
Alyce Hild,
Loaves and Fishes Ministries
Ed Johnson, DDS,
St. Francis Hospital and Medical
Center
Mary Bannon, Esq.,
Attorney at Law

Joining the committee:
Cheryl Beck, DNSc,
School of Nursing, University of
Connecticut
Michael Rion, PhD,
Resources for Ethics and
Management
Nancy Angoff, MD, MPH,
School of Medicine, Yale
University

Note: After several years of dis-
tinguished and hard work for the
Foundation, Katherine Ill, MD
has stepped down as committee
chairperson. She will continue her
dedicated work to the Foundation
as a Policy Advisory member, and
we thank her for all she has done.
The Honorable Alvin Thompson,
U.S. District Court, will follow Dr.
Ill as the Policy Advisory Commit-
tee Chairman.
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