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n its recent grant cycle, The Ethel F. Donaghue Women’s Health Investigator
Program at Yale has awarded three grants, for a total of $180,000 of funding.

The 2003 awardees and their areas of study include:

• Akiko Iwasaki, PhD, Department of Epidemiology: “Gender Differences in Infection
and Immunity to Genital Herpes.”

• Donna M. Neale, MD, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology: “Trophoblast
Viability — Can it be Used As a Predictor of Preeclampsia?”

• Julie K. Staley, PhD, Department of Psychiatry: “Imaging the Site of Nicotine Actions
in the Brains of Women Nonsmokers.”
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I

he Donaghue Initiative in Biomedical
and Behavioral Research Ethics began

in January 2003. Several activities are now
underway:

• The Bioethicist in Residence for 2003-
2004 will be David Smith, PhD, founder
and past president of the Poynter Center for
Bioethics at Indiana University.
• More than 20 applications for research
grants and 30 applications for the visiting
scholar positions have been received so far.
• The Initiative will partner with the Yale
Office for New Haven and State Affairs, the
Slifka Center, and the New Haven Public

T Library to sponsor a four-part speakers series
that will bring controversial research ethics
topics to a public forum. The first speaker
on November 5 will be Haavi Morreim,
PhD, from the University of Tennessee. If
you would like more information about this
series, please contact Lili Beit, Yale Interdis-
ciplinary Bioethics Project, (203) 432-9736.
• Prepared in collaboration with the Con-
necticut Hospital Association and the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, the first Connecticut
IRB Exchange Forum Symposium will be
held at CHA in October. The symposium
will be an important step in developing on
ongoing forum for Connecticut IRBs. D

Yale Bioethics Project Begins “By linking these
people, we hope
to spread the
learning, and also
the values that
come out of
scholarly inquiry,
to other institu-
tions around
Connecticut that
conduct research,
leading to better
decisions about
safety for human
subjects.”
— Trustee Ray  Andrews, on the
Donaghue Initiative in Biomedical
and Behavioral Research Ethics

pro •́mise
he noun form of the word “promise” carries two
distinct connotations, both of which are impor-

tant in the Donaghue Foundation’s work with re-
searchers. “Promise” can be either simply a reason
for having expectations or a binding commitment
in exchange for something of value. The first mean-
ing suggests merely a state of affairs arising from a
set of existing facts, as in “An area of scientific inquiry shows
promise.” Of course the Foundation always searches
out promising projects. The second meaning involves conscious commitment on
the part of both the Foundation and the scientists whose work we support, as in
“We promise to transfer X dollars to you in exchange for your promise to apply
the money in accordance with a specific funding agreement.” Our funding agree-
ments reflect not only financial accountability but also programmatic purpose.
They embody the mission and values of the Foundation, as well as specific goals
we pursue in each project we fund. Thus, in working with the Donaghue Founda-
tion, a promising scientist is two things at once, a person whose talent and record
give us reason to expect success and a person who has made a deliberate commit-
ment to justify our trust. D
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