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priority for this issue is addressing Donaghue’s take on the idea of priority.
According to a standard dictionary, a priority is something that is given or de-

serves attention ahead of competing alternatives. When resources are limited, it’s
important to identify which alternative uses merit preferential treatment — to focus
on the ball one should be keeping one’s eye on. A pretty fundamental question is,
“Whose priority are we talking about?” This is so because different folks will surely
have different ideas about how best to apply the same resources.

For the Foundation trustees, Miss Donaghue’s intent, as expressed in her will, is
always Priority One. And the trustees’ reading of that intent — the application of
her resources to promoting useful health knowledge through research — becomes
our oft-recited mantra: “Practical Benefit.” Recognizing that priorities differ among
people and organizations, Donaghue often places a priority on just those things oth-
ers relegate to a back seat. Hence our “but for” test, which focuses our attention on
worthy projects that without our support might not move forward because they’re
not high on someone else’s list of priorities. D
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big escape valve in Europe. In this country,
when things get really tough, we tend to look
to the government instead of the market.

How does a smaller funding organization
like Donaghue navigate some of these issues
and figure out their research priorities?
Donaghue tries to support research not
readily funded by NIH and I think that

makes a great deal of difference. The Foun-
dation should continue to be supportive of
innovative things, and of research on diseases
that are not going to command a lot of pub-
lic attention. And of course I appreciate their
interest in the ethical and social problems of
medical research and progress. There is far
less money for inquiries of that kind than for
the research itself. D

Harlan Krumholz,
MD was named as the
Harold H. Hines Professor
of Medicine at Yale Uni-
versity School of Medi-
cine last November. Dr.
Krumholz received one of
the Foundation’s “New
Investigator” grants in
1995 and is now a mem-
ber of the Policy Advisory
Committee.

Elizabeth Bradley, PhD,
2002 Donaghue Investi-
gator, was awarded
“Teacher of the Year”
in the Yale University
School of Public Health
in May 2005.

Stephen M. Stritt-
matter, MD, PhD, 1998
Donaghue Investigator,
received the Senator
Jacob Javits Award in
Neuroscience from the
National Institute of Neu-
rological Disorders and
Stroke. This award is pre-
sented to investigators
who have demonstrated
exceptional scientific ex-
cellence and productivity.

Francisco Sylvester,
MD, 2003 Donaghue In-
vestigator, created the
Kids Center for Bone
Health, which opened at
Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center in Octo-
ber 2005, and is its direc-
tor. The center has a
state-of-the-art Lunar
Prodigy bone densitom-
eter and works with the
CCMC Research Depart-
ment to design projects
with clinical divisions. D
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